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ABLE AND FAITHFUL MINISTERS 
VERY NEEDFUL FOR W e Pro- 
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Ad I they troly were many Pricfts, SHE les 


were not ſuffered 0 continue by Reaſon of 
Death, < ST. PAUL. 


Andy Jesvs faid upto her, I am the Reſurretion 
and 'the Life ; be that believeth in me, tho' be 
were — d, ye ſhall he live. Jasus CnRIs T. 
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0 Mrs, Helen Dore, the ſorrow- 
ful Relic of the Rev. Edward 
orr, of H. artford, deceaſed, the 
following SERMON, preached upon 
the Day of his Interment, as a Token 


of Reſpect, Eſteem, and Friendſhip, 
affetionately inſcribed, 
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IHE Words of my Text are th 
Words of St. Paul, the great Apol⸗ 
tle of the Gentiles, to the Church 

at Philippi. He had been inſtru - 


mental | in planting this Church, and he ſeems 


to have had a particular Kindneſs for it. 
He was now. a Prifoner. at Rome, and left 
theſe” new Converts, who had thretved: the 
Goſpel by his Miniſtry, ſhould be Spy 
at ths Sufferings that had befallen him 

be tempted. to think unfavorably of the 1 5 


of Chriſtianity itſelf, on the Account of the 
Sufferings that had befallen this great Propa- 


ator of it, he endeavors to guard them 
againſt this unhappy Effect, by telling em 
as in the 12th Ver, That the Things which 
had happened to him, had fallen out rather 
to the Furtherance of the Goſpel. For as 
he goes on to ſay in the 1 3th and 14th Verſes, 
My Bonds in Chriſt are manifeſt in all the 
Palace, n in all other Places; And many 
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ef the 8 in the Lord, . confi- 
2 by my Bonds, are much more bold to, 
Kk the Word without Fear. Ia the 
ve he tells us what an earneſt ExpeRation 
and Hope he had; that Chriſt ſhould be 
magnified in his Body, whether it ſhould be 
by Life or by Death. He was willing to leave 
it to God $0 determine, in wheat, : 2 nag 
would make him ſubſervient to his 
Whether by 15 4 90 F 1515 5 
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nity, or by his ſu eg f or it; TH | 
; living to his Honor in working im, or 


g. to his Hogor 57 195980 ** him. 
then in ſbe ziſt Ver. he tells us, that 
bi 117 Was 5075 to the Service and G ory. 
of PRO e806 th and this ha was deſirous ta promate ; 
but 33 mſelf, be was perſuaged, ang 
Wen 2105 the Aſſurance of Faith, be | 
. Prot would bs bis Mn p rſopal Gain, | 
in this Situation, ry under theſe Circumſtag: 
Me he f {Fame to | he reduced. fa þ Nags nd 
m_ not what to chuf ez W line 
ger to promote the Cauſe of . Fei, 
hich he Fo ſo iptirely devoted, or to 7 
1155 . 5 t go immediately 50 the njoys 


ent Ty His Inclination. under the 
loffuence of a divine Faith, ſeems rather on 
-d S e of dying, See how he expreſſeß 
ſelf in Yer. 23. For I am in a Strait be: 
was two, having a Dehre to depart, pad tg 
E Chriſt, Which is Fg. better. But 
his Inclination was for dying, yet his 
udgment was rather to live a little longer i 12 
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the world, for th PF of the Thich of 
Chriſt. This he expreffes f the Words of 
my Text; Næbirubelhſ to abit in rde Fleſh & 
whore netuful for you. In this Matiier ate the 
Words of my Text introduced, and ch 
their Cgnnection with the pfecerditi$ Ob. 
text. hatever Inclination or Def this 
| bleffed Apoltle might Have to chele | 
om Bis 00 Account, yet for the CHa 
Sake, and for the Advancement of th C 
of Chriſt, he was willing to live longer, I 
God ſaw fit, and to Wait a little longer fot 
his Reward; For he was ſenfible that "i 
Church of Chriſt greatly needed him, at Mut 
Day,. when the Harrell was plentecus, 
the Labourers few. But at in Times ſack. 
able Champions for the Chriſtian Cauſe, all 
ſuch faithful. and zealous Promoters of he 
Intereſt and Kingdom of Chriſtin the Werd 
are very needfal, eſpecially among theſe 
where. divine Providence has fixed them. 
This is the View in which I am led to cd 
der the Miniſters of Chriſt, 'viz. as being 
needful for their People: For God is otth-= 
narily wont to carry on his own Cauſe by the 
Inſtrumentality of thoſe, whom he hath ap- 
pointed to this Service. Whertfore the 
Obſervation I ſhall infift TOY voy Wr Time 
is this, 8 * Ih 71 
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to * and explain the Way of Salvation, 


1, The PIR 7 of St. Paul in the Exer. 
eiſe of his Miniſtry, was, we are here told, very 
needful for the Church at Philippi: "And 
when other Churches are favored with able 
and faithful Miniſters, their Continuance in 
the Exerciſe of their Miniſtry among them i is 
highly needfal and uſeful. 

Ide Inflitution. of the Chriſtian Miniſtry, 


1 was originally deſigned: for the Good of the 


- Church, and Wie Benefit of all it's Members; 
and hence we are told that Apoſtles, Pro- 
* phets, Evangeliſt, - Paſtors, and Teachers; 
Were all given for the -perfeQing' the Saints, 
and for the edifying the Body of Chriſt; till 
we all come in the Unity of the Faith, and 
of the Konowlege of the Son of God unto a 
perfect Mao, unto the Meaſure of the Stature 
of the Fulneſs of Chriſt, Eph. 4. 11, 12, 13. 
od that able and faithful Ninidters, who 
are well qualified for their Office, and who 
diſcharge it with Wiſdom, Fidelity and Di- 
ligence, are indeed needful, and highly uſeful 
to their People, will appear in the plaineſt 
ee from * r be- 
nne L * Fir 10 VI! 
Woe: .' IT" OT ATTN 1 
Fs. Able . \ait 77 ul Min hers are pm 
N + "Guides to therr People, to infirutt them in 
. the Way of Salvation, and in every Furt 
me . 
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Fi Deſign of the Goſp el Miniſtry y. 


be ſpect 


21 as 
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Men in every Branch of 1 Daty . Their 
Work is chpvelligh in Acts 1 


Their Bühdbeſs is ta inſttuct Men in eyery 
Branch of their Duty, both to God and Men. 
The Apoſtle Paul tells, us, that he ws or- 
dained a Preacher, and an Apoſtle, a T cacher 
of the Gentiles in Faith and Verity, @ Tim. 
3. 7. And as this is one important End of 
the Goſpe) Miniſtry, ſo ſuch Miniſters as are 
well qualified for their Office, and who are 
faithful to the Truſt repoſed in them, vill 
apply themſelves with great Cate apd Dil 
| pence; to diſcharge theit Duty in this Mattet . 
And in this View, able and faithful Miniſters 
appear to be highly needful for their Pepple : 
For notwithſtanding the Goſpel contains a 
Revelation of the Way of Life, and po 
-out/our Doty with great Plaindeſs; yet, 5 
is Men's natural Back wardneſs to receiye Ing 
ſtruction in divine Things, and ſo many are 
their Prejudices againſt the Truth, that there 
ie great Need of — public Teachers of 
Religion, ho are able to point gut the Way 
of Life: in a plain and eaſy Manner, and who 
are faithful, in not ſhunniog to declare the 
[whole Counſel of God. And. when a People 


are favored with ſuch able and faithſul Teach- : 


ers, and ſpiritual Guides, it ought/to, beJook- 
ed upon hs a very great and erwies 
e 4 aud che ene of them in 
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ks it is revealed in tho Goſpel ; and to inſtcuct 
6. bee 


Men ſhew unto us the Way of Salvation. 
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the Exerciſe &f their Miniftry, vey necdfol, 
9 en. 
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II. The Bufmeſt of Go/pel Miniſters, is is 

* --nculcate upon their People an immediate 

oh | »» Compliance with tbe Terms of Saboation, 

* 4 vi er Performance of their 

- * Duty; and therefore the Continuance 

. Fe as are able and 4 111 needs 
25 fu * them. | 


14 1 18 ) 
Tun Correpticn cok per of tes 
f Nature, in our preſent fallen State, is fo great, 
«nd ſuch is the. natural Enmity of our Hearts 
ngainſt the Methods of recorcring Grace, and 
the Way of Salvation revealed in the Goſpel, 
that there is great Need, not only of our 
being inſtructed in the Way of Salvation, 
with great Plainneſs, but a. ts alſo Need 
of our having our Compliance with it enfor- 
eed upon us by the ſtrongeſt and moſt powy 
erful Motives: And it is one Part of the 
Work and Buſineſs of Goſpel Miniſters, to 
urge, and endeavor to perſuade their People 
to an immediate Compliance with the Way 
*of Life. For this End they are to make Uſe 
of every Confideration that is ſuited and 
adapted to perſuade them bereunto. - They 
are to exhort with all Long- ſuffering and 
Doctrine, according to that in 2 Tim. 4. 2. 
And it is a great Bleſfing to a People, to have 
_*fuch a Miniſter, as is well qualified 1 al 
orm 
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iligent in the doing of it; and therefore th 


2 them. 


1 
An 


44 «Ml Faithful Minifers a are oy in 


. the Hands of God, of the'Gonverfon of 
Sinners, and of promoting the Beltever's 
Growth in Grace; and en this N 
ce n needſul for their eh el, 

| BOS gh 

Tus Convetſion of Sinners. is a Matter of 

the greateſt Importance, for unleſe we are 


converted, We cannot be ſaved 3 and the 
Believer's Growth in Grace, is likewiſe a 


Thing of great Importance, a8 hie Comfort 
very much depends upon it, and as this is the 
Means of increaſiang his Bleſſedneſa in the 


future World. Now faithful Miniſters are 
Inſtruments ia the Hands of God; of both 


theſe ; they are the Inſtruments of the: C On- 
perſion of Singers. Indeed the Spirit of God 
is the only Author or Efficient of this mighty 


Change; and the Believer's Progreſsin Grace 
and Holineſs, is the Effect of the ſame divine 


Agency. It is he that begins à good Work 


in the Soul, that carries it on till the Day — 


Chriſt, according to that in Philip. 1. 


theſe, and faithful. Miniſters are the Inſtrus 
ments by which theſe Things are effected. 
The ene Paul nne tell ths Corin- 
8. 4 ar N ian 
8 
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rw this Patt of his Work, and faithful and 
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But then the Goſpel is the Means of: 8 
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os i614: bc 'K 18 10 xt * 
e be 10 ld Jeſds be bad pere 
thera" thro* the Goſpel, 1 Cor. 4. 15. And 
for the ſame Reaſon, Miniſters are ſaid to be 
Workers together with God, 2 Cor. 6. 1. 
And Mimifters are ſaid to be given for the 
perfecting the Saints, and for the edifying 
the Body of Ohriſt, in Eph. 4. 11, 12. It is 
therefore a Matter of great Importance, for 
a People to have ſüch Miniſters as are well 
qualified to promote theſe important Purpoſes, 
and who faithfully purſue them in the Diſ- 
charge of their Miniſtry ; and therefore the 
Continuance of ſuch ' r is ach nd 
2 for their ity nm 64 
.d 5 a 
* . Pairbful Mini fee ave Watchmen . 
' "the'Walls of Zion, and on that Accoust 
i N e ee their ent 7 
WU „ 
Fur Church of God in che World i is ex- 
poſed to many Dangers, and ſurrounded with 
many Enemies, that are continually ſeeking 
it's Overthrow and Deſtruction. The Devil 
15 it's inveterate Adyerſary, who is continually 
ſeeking it's Ruin, by all imaginable Wiles 
and Stratagems; and wicked Men are en- 
gaged in the ſame Deſign, and act as his 
Agents in this Matter. The Life of a Belie- 
ver is a continual Warfare, in which they 
are expoſed to many Dangers, and Tempta- 
tions. Now the Miniſters of the An are 
appointed as Watchmen upon the = of 
5 Sion, 


a. 
F 2 


8 
1 "Oh | an A dt . PIT Py LP 1 
Zion, to diſcover the Dangers to which the 
Church,of God is expoſcd,. 11 to 3 the 
arlieſt Notice el cm, Aud 
Fg eople as 1 as po elbe 2 1285 uſt 1 2 
And Faith Ae ndeavor to Act up to 
this Charadecr, to warn their People of the 
Dangers, 1 fo, * lich they "Its expo I. and is 
much as. in therh. Ties 899 guard thett againſt 
them; and in this. Relpeck they are often very 
uſeful to them, and on F . ae 


highly, acedfal for them. en eb 
955 Nn 94d | 
5 Teo, 1 


e ir 85 7 
nd. on this Account 4 PH e 98 the 1 
"People. 71 1 den u56 ne en 23283 3 


245 is the B of « ene them 
10 dine . this Worid, and to 
everlaſting Deſtruction in the World to comt. 
Now it is the Buſineſs of Goſpel Miaiſters ts 
bear a Teftimony againſt prevailing Sina, ani 
to for them. 2. Tim. . 2. Reprove, 
Tote e, and exhort, &c. And faithful Mi- 
niſters will do thus; they will bear a faithful 
Teſtimony againſt” prevailing Sinus among 
their People, and ule their Endeavors to pro- 
"mote their Repentanre, and Reformation, 
that ſo Iniquity may not be their Ruia; and 
in this Reſpect they, are great Bleſſings * 
them, and very needful for them. 


I. Faith! Mini hers ard very needful for 
- \#heur People, to give . and Direttzou 
"to 
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le commit 
ted to the Care of a Goſpel Miniſter, may be 
very. various, and call for a great Deal of 
Wiſdom, Care and Prudence, in his Dealing 


with them, about the Concerns of their Souls. 


Some may be ſegure in Sin, and need to bo 

8 out of their Security, by the Ter- 
fon of Mount Sinai. Others may be enqui- 
g the Way to Life, and need to be in- 
traced and directed. Others may be under 
Deubts about their ſpiritual State, and need 
tobe aſſiſted in the Reſolution of theirDoubts, 
and guarded againſt any dangerous Miſtakes. 
Others may be guilty of Backſlidings, and 
need to be excited to Diligence, Zeal, 
and. Watchfulneſs;” Others may be under 
Afflictions, and need to be comforted, and 
directed how to behave under the afflicting 
Hand of God. Now a wiſe and faithful 
Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, will endeavor to 
adapt his Directions to his People, to their 
different Circumſtances, that ſo they may all 
receive Benefit from him, and hear a Word 
in Seaſon. And on this Account; wife 


and faithful Miniſters are very needful for 
A: People. | 


VII. Faithful Mini ert 6 are Intercefors or 

_ tis Klas at the Throne of Grace, atid 
OO 4 wat are * for them. 
8 Ks - PRAYER 
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gitter Work; they are to pray for all Men, 
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particular Manner, they are to pray for the 
People of their own. hag.” The Apoſtle 

Paul was very in his Prayers for 
the Church at Philippi. And faithful godly 
Miniſters, will be abundant” and feryent. 2 
their Prayers for their own People. Th 
will be much in Prayer for their temporal, 
ſpiritual and eternal Welfare. They will be 
earneſt and importunate in their e for 
their. People, that their Souls may ptoſper 
and be in Health; that the Word of God 
may have free Courſe among them, and bę 
glorified; that Religion may revive and flon- 
riſh among them; that Sinners may be con- 
verted, and Saints edified; They will be 
earneſt and importunate in their Prayers, that 
none of their People may finally periſh, and 
fail of the Grace of God. And as the effec- 
tual fervent Prayer of a righteous Man and a 
godly Miniſter —— much, it muſt be 4 
great Privilege for a People to have the Fray 
ers of ſuch a 3 ns W 9 are 
accdtul for them. | 


VIII. Pidus and  faichful. Min SEEN will Uſer 
good Examples before their People, ara on 
this Fee are ae tem... 


Tur 


for: the whole - Chriſtian; World ; but ins 


Life, Which they recommend unto them; 
and this will 


ation. 1 ſhall therefore coſe with the” bel 
3 lowing Reflections. = 


oy K W's l oy fer) 


nes "Grobta % —. 
n a. et 

or apy fee: e:? without this, 
their DoQrines will be likely to have but 
very Inte Effect. But pidus and faithful 
Miniſters will be very careful” to' "Tet good 
Examples | ing their People. will 
exemplify the Duties they inculeate upon 
them, and wa before chern in that Way of 


have” an ha ppy Tendency to 
engage. them to b 2 Pe ereN of them, 
wherein" they are Followers of- Chriſt: and 
on this Account pious and faithful Mipiſtert 
ate needfal 1 for e * oo "ny 1 N 
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rum what "has Been ſaid 
pen 155 8 ff, that it is Þ grear Faver 
Divine 3 towonrdy People, 
... when they have a u £4 and JAR. * 
e - Jer ft over them.” n 


ew A Wilker i is on varibus Hecount- 


Very needſul for a People, as is evident from 
what 
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8 LN. 2 
hat bes new been, aid. Ther ſpifitual 
. everlaſting, Intereſts, ate not 2. ligths 
concerned in having ſuch 2. Miniſter, he 
is able to be a. ſpiritual Guide to them, 
„in the Way to Salvstion, bd WhO will 
„faithfully employ his Care in e 
the. everlaſting Welfare of their Souls. x 
o * Woll 9 IM GH VEE? 
II. We may further infer from what bis | 
been ſaid, ; that it :highty -conterks 4 
People tbat are fauard ' with an ole 
and _taithful Minifter, io ee to it, that 
ten mate a rigbt re of 4 201 
tl. 4. eee a 88 #4 
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n Draw. beſt Miniſtry may Se in a 
great Meaſure noprokikble; eſpecially as to 
any ſaving Purpoſe, thro' the faulty and 
.criminaliNegligence of thoſe that enjoy it: 
And therefore, if God is pleaſed to favor 
+a People with ſach 4 Miniſter,” who is 
[diligent and aſſiduous in his Endeavors to 
. promote their ſpitritual Good, by every 
Method in his Power, it muſt ſutely be 
of the higheſt Importance for ſuch a People 
to take Heed that they don't receive ſuch 
a Bleſſing in yain. It highly concerns 
them to take Heed- that they do not re- 
main barren and unfruitful under the La- 
.bours of ſuch 4 Miniſtef. If this ſhould 
+he the Caſe, their Guilt will be. greatly 
-aggrayated, and the Pains. and Diligence 
a 4 O cs zd 


* 


1 
und Fidelity of their Miniſter, Will ue 6 
fift Witnefs againſt them, wa > render 
"IN the. ODER. n 
8 


u Fe eule; buten aber ie W 
5 Frous of Divine Providence wuſſon- 6 
/ . , People, 'when an able aud Faithful At 
25 ler ic nee rbem &y Daus. | 


eder ed as well as others dee ſubjec | 
| oY the great Law of Mortality. Neither 

their | Diligence, Fidelity, nor - Uſefulneſs, 
nor the great Need their People may Rand 
in of their longer Continuance among them, 
Will ſecure them from the Stroke of Death. 
Out Fathers, Where are they? And the 

Prophet, do they live 1 But when 
God is pleaſed + tr call Home to himſelf, 
any of his Servants, whom he had hono- 
red as Stewards in his Houſe, and Labour- 
ert in his Vineyard, and who had acquittod 
themſelves with Diligence and Fidelity in 
their Maſters Work ; the Frown of Di- 
vine Providence — ſuch a People is ve- 
t: For e to what you have 
. Tack fcilfal and faithfal d Mini- 
ters are very needful for a People, and 
-can be but illy ſpared; and therefore tlie 
Removal of ſuch by Death, makes a great 
Breach in the Places arhere er Pro- 
vidence bad placed them, and is to be 
locked upon a2 an awful Frown af Heaven 
4” them. | Tuts 
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* Tax Church e Con oo 
Reaſon therefore to look upon. pre ne 

a being under the awful Pos wa. of Hes 

ven, in the Removal of their late warthy: - 
"Paſtor, the 2 * WARD DORR, 
by Death, who for more twenty 
Far ar Years, has ſerved the 1 Work 
of the Goſpel. 'Miniſtry, bole” Remains, 


are preſently to be Spa M, BY 1 
and Kleax | Grave., ” | 


grepation have 


Ye: ich. 


"You! who here been * to LF rat 
under bis paſtoral Care, Witneſſes, 
with bow much Diligence 1 * idelity, 
with how much Tendernefs and ene vo- 
lence he has diſcharged his Miniſtry. among. 
you, cowmending hixafelf to your Cogſeir 
ences in the Sight of God * and I doubt . 


not you will think he juſtly. deſerves an. 
honorable and reſp eQable Fe Ty: 
be is tende by Death, ” 


4 AM ſenſible” indevd, 322 ran 1 
comiums are "apt. to be looked upon 
many, only as a Piece of Flattery to *be 
Living, and a Compliment to Wi 
af the Dead; 3 and therefore that they 3 4 ; 
to be given with Caution, and. not laviſh» 264: "OY 
ed without + dug Oo eration, of. the Mer 
rit of bs to whom they. are. applied ed: 235208 
But I truſt T ſhall ſtand juſtified ie ye, 
«nd to all that were acquainted with the. 
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T ens a few bes gc. in his Charat fig 
which ſerve to let 4 LY Fair and atnfable 


Vicht. 57 
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. Py Were good, bis 
Undderſtanding clear and. dick, and, Vis 
Judgment ſolid "and penetrating and ee 
aG Avilities were greatly afſiſted and 


improved by a conſiderable. ac e 


with moſt of the Branches of human, 
terature..” But it is mare eſpecially 1 5 


that 1 ald donſider him, as to his A 


quaintance. with Divinity, which. bis 505 - 
neſs as > Miniſter, led him to make. big 
Ridrigl Study; And here his Knowlege 
appeated, to be very. 'exrenh ve, as, to theo-" 
-retical ral ed Divinity; ; his 18515 
ing Was well ada ted . to in ruck b an 
lh bu e * A 


I his * private FO 1 was 
pleafant,” aprecable, and entertaining; ie 
from, Neg and Relerve. 5 
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Hit oral Character was e 
and unexceptionable. He was of a kind, 
and benevolent. Dif; poſition, al Ways ready 
es contribute to the Relief" of those that 
wete in Diſtreſs; this his ,own. People, 
habe had large Experience of, and 1 doubt 


not. will readily bear Witneſs to, and 
a hope 
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Hoek and Gravity Were greatly” Js 
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volent O ces, 1 nat FOR fined... 5 big 
wo "People e, but 1 Were. ien Re Fahre 
minately to all, whom he had. 88 


nity. to do Good to is, IECO aged 
him to 55 e e 1 "4 of a!" thas 


i. a K aſpen. 127 0 8 
firm, .beyond., Brethreq, in... the 
Minoiſtry,. . df led® 115 to 8 r Fa- 
a and, go, thro” Difficuliies,.. 92855 
u others wee es to d; . F be, ifs 
nevolence of his tt. 4 n 17 N 
willing to lay out imſel alt . 


Fa en, Ke Wee $197, 
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Was 1 e e and wert 

both, of, Body and Mind, yery, much 2 
ted. of (98s "Diſord: e, tho. ie. 
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Alteration in. him, that he emed not to 
de the Man be MES to 18 Fn Spright= 
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and his Fleſh. 1&8.) and his Strength 


| decayed :- And tho' for 'a conſiderable 


Time after he was firſt ſeized with this 
Diſorder, he was able occaſionally to per- 


big! ſome. Part of his miniſterial Work ; 


et he ſeemed to be ee and, almoſt 
Abe declining, 


mu "Was not inſenüble that his diced 
Was critical and dangerous, and the Proſ- 
pect of his Recovery was dark and pre- 
S yet under theſe oomy and diſ- 

raging Apptehenſions, je manifeſted a 
Chciſtian Patience, and Fortitude of Mind, 


and. ſeemed to be defirous of doing alt 
the Good he could, and many Times ex- 
883 bimſelf for this 1 much be- 


Lend his © own Strength. 


Hi ſcemed to enjoy POR" 41 Peace 
in his own Mind, with Reſpect to his 
future and eternal State; and he has told 
me, while he was able to converſe, that 
the Expectation of Death was not difſtreſ- 
fing to bim, and that -he had a comfor- 
table Hope that his Peace was made with 
God. Latterly he has been able to con- 
erſe but very little, ue, that in a Boy: 


roken Manner. 
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e or Methods bes Cod oy 
* ſeemed to n much Effect towards 
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"4 as ef we 1 


Juable and important Life, Octsber sent, 
1772, in che ßoth Fear of his” Age M , 
the 25th of his Miniſtry; in whoſe Dek 
we have a ſtriking Iaſtanee of the Trum 


creaſing, it at laſt put an Bud % his vi | 


of that Scripture Declaration, 1 Pet. 1.4 


Glory 
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with two or three particular Addreſſes, 
Tuited: to the bee ul Oceafion of this 
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Nw am Mabe, A 
jy holy and ſoreveign God 


Hand both we, and all our 8 rw 


Has ſeen fit, in his 'all-wiſe Providence, ts 
deprive you” of your amiable Conſort, the 
'Partner of your " Joys! and Cares. By this 
fore and heavy Stroke, you are redieed 
to the melancholy 


i „ 75 | 10 
(. 
putting a Stop to the W 
order; but 28 it went on + ally ns 


len.” | 


and” diſcotifolate State 
* Widowhood 5 but let me entreat--you” 
to. 


Plat an Feth is 4 Grafe, a 2k. 7 
of Man as the Flower of Gram; 
the Graſs witheteth, ou: the Flower there. . 


{ @s ) 
dv-cememnber: that it is 16 God that h 7 
33 all: whoſe Ways are; Truth and: Judgy 
ment, and whoſe Diſpenſations are the 
Reſult of infinite Wiſdom and Goodnels, 
even when the Meaning of them is un- 
ſearchable! by us. And iet this Conſider 


ration alm and quiet your Mind under 


this, heavy and afflicting Stroke. Tou have 
Joſt indeed a neat and important earthly 


Friend, a Friend! that was nearer tban 2 


Brother; bat tho! he is taken from you, 
as it were in the Midſt of his Days, yet 
you have Reaſon to believe and hope, 


chat God has taken bim to the Enjoy- 


ment of bimſelf, which is unſpeakable 


Gain ſo that he has made an Exchange 
infinitely to his ..own Advantage. Van 
may perhaps be ready to think, that he 
is taken from you, at a Time when you 
Rood in Need of: his longer Continuarice : 

But God's Time i is always the beſt, and 
e. is able abundantjy to wake up this 
Loſs to you, in the richer Bleſſings of his 
Grace. He is now. freed forever, from 
all the Sorrows and Sufferipgs of this mor- 
| tal State, and vou have Reaſon; to hope, 
that be is now tejoicing before the Throne 


.of God. Let this then be your . Conſo- 


lation ; and tho' you may ſeem to be left 
zalene, and in a diſcebſolate State, yet 
may you find the fulfilment - of that Sta- 


cious Promiſe, which we hays: in Iſa. 54.6. 
7 which 
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tor all your preſent AfMiction”;” uk) 2 
is thy ae, the Lord of Hoſts is his 
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ere ons prfnt. | 
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nen % Pear 4 Patt * 6 pol i 
the Affliction von ate nder und 1 | and 
heartily conte with you in your Sorrows... 
Vo Pars loſt a Priend that was near and 
dear to you, and who you may be ready 
to thipk was very needful for vou. bg : 
the Hand of God ſhould be ey K f ‚ 
in this 'Dif penſation, which ill Ri _ 
Tendeney to leaf you to Patience and Re- 
f tion and help to calm the Tumuft 
of your Minds; and you may derive: Con- 
ſollien from this Confideration, that the 
ſame God! Who has removed from you 1 
needful; deflable, and uſcfül N is. 
able to ſu ly "the Want of ſich an Ong 
in birnſel by the richer Communications D 
of His" Grace; wkieh you may hope for, 
in- the Way Pi an e ble Bae bre on 
him "My the God of all” Grace add. 
Con ſolation, ſoy pply all your *Wants, from a ” 
the inexbavſtible 5 Stores of his Grace, aid 
AF : = Fs up 
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up in Chriſt. Io "his Grace I heartily 
commend va. e sgi ur a tet e 
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I rin myſelf very ſenſibly — and 
afflicted, with the great Affliction brought 
upon you, by the Removal of your late 
worthy Paſtor by Death. It has pleaſed 
the Lord, to cover this Daughter bf Zion 
with a Cloud in his Anger. Your. Paſtor,” 
who ſtood high in your Eſteem, and Who 
was really very needful for you, on all 
thoſe Accounts, for which a faithful Mini- 
ſter has now. been repreſented | as needful 
for a People, is taken from you. Hie Eyes 
are cloſed in Death, and yon will bear 
his Voice no more. This Breach which | 
is made among you, is wide as the Sea; 
and none but he that made it can heal it. 
You are deprived of your Paſtor, and 
ſpiritual Guide, at a Time when, for 
Matter of his Age, you might have hoped 
to have enjoyed his Miniſtry much longer. 
There is no Doubt a Voice of God to you. 
in this Diſpenſation of his Providence; 
and it highly concerns you to SR. to 
it, and comply with it. 1 
| Anv. 


Aub may 0 not .. ppoſe,” that the 


Ways, and bumble yourſelves deeply before 


the Lord, for your paſt Unfruitfulneſs, 


under the Miniſtry of your Paſtor, whoſe 
Voice you are not permitted to hear any 
more. Repent and turn from your Sins, 
unto that God, Who is teſtifying his. Anger 
and Diſpleaſure \ againſt you. May you 
hear ane "obey, that e Souls may live. 


7 May "OY gteat Head f the church 
take Care of you, in youf bereaved State, 
While you are as Sheep without a Shep- 
herd, and keep you in Peace while you 
fit ſolitary as a Widow, and in his own 
due Time, 3 for you another Paſtor, 
after his 0wn' Heart, ho ſhall feed you 
Nr er and eee n "8 


ne A , * 177 We 


'Þ cbm you to God, aid 0 ths 
Ward of his Grace, which is able to build 
and to give you an Inheritance 
ssh gall them oth are ene W 
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er I fear 1 have aue tres! you 


Patiehce. I ſhall therefore only aſk your 


Indulgence. a few Minutes longer, 
in the laſt Face)”. cler " 
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Language of this Voice is, Conſider your 
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_— - Wi have. 8 the a Dit 
_— — faithful Miniſters ate, upon 
_ many. Accounts, very needful for their 
People; and as it has pleaſed God to 
1 commit to us Wo Work of the Goſpel 
| Muiaiſtry, ſet us, my , endeavor 
do diſcharge our Truſt, with the utmoſt 

= -. Diligence and Fidelity, and labour to be 
Ea =. uſeful to our People as poſſibly we can, 
huis is undoubtedly the Voice of God ta 
We. | us, in the 7 of Providence now 
©, before us. We. ſee that our Brethren; in 
mite Miniſtry, one after another, are called 
3 off from their Services, and an End put 
8 to their Opportunities of being any longer 
_ + uſeful - to their People... We have a lively 
_ Inſtance - of -this Now. before us. Our 
= - dn Porn is coming. Death ig at the 
=_ Door, which will certainly put an "End 
to our Opportunities of labouring any 
more for the Good of our way ah and 
our Opportunities herefort, may, ag we 
ſometimes ſee, come to an End, bakers 
© Death aQtually overtakes us. Let us then 
—_ be animated to Zeal aud Diligenee id out 
=. Maſter's Work, by theſe Hap arty Hes 

Loet us exert ourſelves to the utmoſt, 
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gracious Approbation, and have a diſ- 
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mon the Intereſt 'of Relj gion among 
our People, while our Opportunities for 
it are continued, that the Blefling of ma- 
Dy 2 wi. to 1 may come upon 
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be found ſo doing, ARR may receive his 


tinguiſhed Rey Bleſſe 
upow us. * WR i 


8 o ett his {Me aer grant, or” 
CHRIST': Sake. © AMEN. 
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Wrote by a Friend to the Dag. | 


IS Fleſh (where all that Man could * 
Appeat'd and ſhone) lies here in Duſt. 
Deep humbling Tho't to Senſe ; but Faith * 
- Beholds his Triumph over Death |! 

His Soul enlarg'd in happier Sphere, 
Improv'd in all that bleſt us here; 

His Body reſts, till Cuz1sT ſhall come 
And raiſe it to immortal Bloom : "8 
Then like his Lord the Saint will ſhine 
In — heav'nly __ divine. 
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